


In carlier days, every
respectable witch rode a
g ick” (below
al sword), which
had one end carved
into a phallic symbol.

WITCHCRAKNFIT'S
INNER SANCTUN

With the hocus-pocus of witcheraft hoon

Britons are trying to lay low nasiy neighbors,

ward off H-bombs, and have a hell of a good time

ISLE OF MAN
1

1s. Sarah Jackson had met the man a few times at neighbor

N

when he finally asked her out to dinne

social functions in the east end of London, and she was pleasec
A few months before, Mrs

Jackson's husband had run off with another woman, so it was pleasar

to know she could still attract masculine attention. In the restauran

that evening she poured out her troubles 10 her new found frienc
and he nodded sympathetically

Yet this may be the beginning of a new life for ye he
her. “A small group of initiates have discovered a strange
known to the ancients but aln t forgotten for many cent "
with me and I'll take you into a world you never dreamed existed

Mrs. Jackson went with him. He led her to an obscure section of
London and into an old house hidden aw in one corner of a tiny
courtyard. There she was introduced to a group of men and womer
who informed her they were witches

Mrs. Jackson thought they were crazy, until they decided to let he
witness a gical ceremony. Mysterious signs were drawn on the

floor with chalk, narcotic herbs were burnec

filled the roc

with smoke, and whisky was poured into  [Continuee
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Beside this spook-ridden
ruin on the Isle of Man,

once the home of a coven of
black-arted h:
the Witches' M

4 Dr. Gardner, museum's owner, poses in magician’s robes as he chants incantation summoning up demons.




ane-mm"r naked bodies, the
rushed to their cars a
churchyard. They ran about until they

wmg mrs‘ aml bllni-
and drove to a

to a new grave. Falling to their
s they wllefll:d handfuls of earth,
rubbing T nebi] butihélc hairand
faces and screaming, “Satan, come and
take my soul!” Suddenly a man acting as
a scout ran up with the warn qillhm the
ice were coming. At once the whole
\lp broke and ran, leaping into their
Cars and driving off at full spccd

“I was shocked and disgusted,” )
AERCn ORTE Gictarcd, “bucithe: whole
affair had an indescribable fascination for
me” She attended mecting after meet-
ing. She was initiated into the socict
making her thumbprint in blood on
srip of parchment earing the terrible
fall anyone revealing the s
SRt olibe group. She was taught how to
a i i A con e lens
le blackened so that it
concentrated light into one small glow-
ing pinpoint. By staring into this mirror,
Ms. Jackson learned how to put herself

o a trancelike sleep in which she

3 y handsome men,

to a great fortune. She also I

0 the naked dances with as

much abandon as the rest of the cult.
“I derived a terrific strength from

ly con-

nd |
litayycouintiog

1 nightfall.”
became alarmed
for th but for her sanity
She went to a doctor, who reported the
business to the policc. At e sugestion
she agreed to take them to the house in
the courtyard where the meetings were
|wm Buc Mrs, Jackson was being
hed, and the hmhu telephoned
SATRIREH G5 ons snochie roup in a
graveyard was alerted ln Ikic-talkic
anaged to escape just as the police
ulling up. A few days later

o was shaved:

ndon promptly. With their

;,unu fhe police Auulul t©
investigation.

ackson case was 4 major sensa-
0 in English press during the
sprifig 01955, but it soon became ap.
parent that there were scores of other

m*M'_AH’! MAGAZINE

nine pebbles on
her . Mis. Jones ignored the
nrmng.s oruy therealter she was at-
tacked and nearly scalped by gang ol
masked men. Next, one George Lecomte,
living in a small Yorkshire village, shot
a Mrs. Bouvry, whom he accused of bein;
the leader of a witches” coven that had
tried to convert his wife. In this case the
court found for Mrs. Bouvry and awarded
her $1.260 mmpcnsaliml. pointing out
that she had done noth s
L is not against l-_nghsll law to be a
witch. But witches, like all other
llrnuol the country, must not \mhw the
1

e
one coven in Yorkshi
broadeast over the BBC
ssophy
This interest in wi
up only since the war. It would secm i
the occult.
1 board be-
nal fad, there was a
boom in spiritaalism, and men the cali-
ber of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle believed
in elves and fairies.
The most striking example of the cur-
rentpassion for the uncanny is the
Witches' Museum near Castletown on
the Isle of Man. The island, lying in the
Irish Sca midway between Engl
Northern Ireland, up to now has been
most famed for its tailless Manx cats
But the museum has already overtaken
them as a tourist target. It contains what
is probably the finest collection of ar-
ticles connected with magic, witcheraft
and necromancy ever assembled under
one roof.

L drove up 1o it along marrow winding
roads spotted here and there with weath
ered stone buildings d back
centuries. On a moonless windy
any of them could have been 4 haven for
witches. But when 1 saw the site of the
museum loom up 1 realized that. this
could qualify as a conve
all the witches of Ex
sentinel over the group of buildings

ound it and attached to it is an ivg.
covered deserted stone mill that gocs
back to 1611, when witches, it must be
admitted, had son more standi
than they do now. It seemed an ide,
witch warren, even on a br
day.

Despite the sewing, 1 wasn't prepared
for the kind of museum 1 fonnd. A1
though occultism has been a hobly of
mine for the last 30 years, 'd never scen

nything like this place. Founded. i
150, the creation of Dr. G. b

n alert, energetic old gendle

5 with a bushy mane of snow.
e hair and a short, pointed beard,
himsell an - enthusiastic

male witch (“Be sure not to call me o

1
ht sunny

n
m‘:ﬁl al:nlcdnwn ~ to the first floor of the museum (the

group hes,

ﬂ? the Aﬂ:ory coven, lor Lhen'

es after fire gutted it in 1848.

have oux; own coven here on

- the uhnd " ‘Dr. Gawdner told me as we
ascended the hand-hewn wooden stairs -

und floor is used as @ restaurant and

~novelty shop where books on witchcralt

and pictures of the collection are sold) .
“We meet on midsummer's eve, October
31, and a few other sacred dates. The
movement is growing, and so far we've
been able o escape any religious perse-
cution.’

(I o mg (hc theo)
craft. He
m (Iu with an
orgiastic cult like the group with which
Mrs. Jackson became involved. “True
witchcraft is a religion, and we can trace
it directly b to the Stone

c
asured me proudly. “In our

Thc doctor e

pla
his (l')r n

‘wellare
te,” life has become too cut-and-dried.

The revolt of the “angry young men’ is
arefiection of popular frustration. Witch
craft offers people a badly needed escape
from the monotony of daily existence.
The witches worship a horned deity
who is the personification of nature. Dr.
Gardner showed me a picture of a-pre
historic painting from the Trois Freres
cave in France depicting a man wearing
antlers and wrapped in a deer skin. The
painting is generally believed to repre
sent a priest performing a ccremony to
insure success in hunting, but Dr. Gard
ner believes it to show the horned
himsell. By some process of logic which 1
couldn’t quite follow, the doctor also
identifies this deity not only with the
Pan, but also with the Mother
dddess of Crete, the English Puck
the Babylonian love Ishtar
“One of our covens has a clay
of Ishtar over 3
keep in an ivory shrine,” he
cause Satan is also popularly represented
as having horns, the witches are
of devil worship, but Dr
sured me that this is not so
“By the

goddess,

accused
dner as

use certain incantations
which the horned deity has revealed to
his followers and which have come dow

1o us through the
command aln
explained. “For example, during the last
war it our spells that prevented
Hitler from invading England, just as
in 1388 the witches caused the storm that
destroyed the Spanish Armada. Now that
the British Isles are at the mercy of
guided missiles, the need to develop this
power is greater than ever

About only custom

ages, we have

was

the
have which might not
approval is their hab
around a magic circle in order to
power for their incanta “In the
dance we generate ura from our
bodies which gives us power to work our
ncantations, the doctor declared.
“Clothes interfere with the release of this
aura.

the witches

Although proper witches do not go in

77




ey n:
entl

‘Consequently,
! ch a blackened stick
\ H“v‘ e alli an d 13 !{ pro [ofbdngnwndl.nnd.
Fieur e dea d dress up nd ha a death sentence. th
sin-  for a joke. Amusedly she agreed. In the  usi ghmﬂmsi:jc‘les- kb
¢ of oc-  room was a complete collection of the  to clean out il P
. 3 jars, crucibles and bronze m‘s actually  be cxpccu:ld o : :hcy;n .
a room set up o used by a 17th-century witch before she We move %n o e
for the use  was burned at the stake. The girl used  museum, which cove L
these (0 prepare the magical ungent with — contains hundreds of objects’ AGTEnE
which witches coated gxcmselvcs before ;mi‘ “msl:x::;.:,:wh?k :rgnil Wowrgmw"
L 3 & & 148 ‘
" “Of course, you should be naked when — a nlxisfelln:ly' of v|§(l's‘, :.I:I.;I:I:l:l,wnslls::; :
n cal paraphernalia used for i you coat yourself with the mixture,” Dr. and tiny knives wi S RO 3
%LH%‘;; :?connbaa(ed sword, a  Gardner {ol(l her anxiously. scribed on their ’l?l ({:s: xl:ll:l)x‘:c lll‘:c\l‘:?‘\l
bell, four iron disks purified by fire, a “No fear!” she said decidedly, and — w ign T F;,, a Hiliecp avnt
wand made of witch hazel wood, candle-  contented herself, if not us, with putting Agatha, onc of our nu?.\ ; ;m g
sticks for burning mystic candles, incense  the ointment on her leg. witches, this m]lc(‘uun'r.) pa tl): & o
burners for magical herbs, and a book of “The doctor showed me the formula for  which .she used s a0 (;vuopln‘ Elase
incantations dating from the carly 17th  the ointment. It is composed of such  cated. Presented by her family in loving
century. On the floor is drawn the Great erbs as aconite, monkshood, hemlock, — memory, 1951. e
Circle of Protection, within which the  hellebore, and cowbane—all powerful The doctor added, “Aunt Agatha also
magician must stand or run the risk of  narcotics. Such ointments have been used  had. a very fine ritual sword, I)[m \\Il ‘\_¢
being destroyed by the very demons he lent that to the Druid Order for their
is summoning. annual midsummer ceremony at Stone-
henge because it fits exactly it the th-(l
N ' of the Hele Stone.” The Hele Stone, he
G HONTHALNATR explained, qreat handhewn rock
some 30 feet high erected at Stonehenge
by prehistoric man to mark the position
of sunrise on midsummer morning
T'he nest two cases contained an enor-
mous collection of m
laces, amulets, bracelets and  other
magical charms designed mainly to pro

very important, and 1
nt a t deal of time on it," the
octor told me. Witches, he

inguished from magicians,
circle, but it is of simpler design. Dr.
Gardner's circle was indeed a work of art,
carefully inscribed with the Hebrew
names of four outstanding demons and
with curlicues at the four quarters to
show where the candles should be placed.

An amazing Adventure told
by the map” who {aced death

“There was a most tragic occurrence repeatedly to beat the world’s the wearer against supernatural in-
about a hundred years ago,” the doctor toughe€t prison—and set an ences. Among them, the doctor showed
went on. “A man named Bokum and his escape record never equaled me a silver hand from Damascus set with

wife were invoking demons on the island,
and when nothing scemed to happen
they stepped outside the circle. Both were
instantly torn to picces by the demons.
1f you are going o practice ritual magi

you must be very careful of the details.

1 asked Dr. Gardner if he would put
on the magician’s robes and pose for me

in history. precious and semi-precious stones and

% calculated to ward off the evil eye. He
valued it at about $5,000. It is the most
valuable single object in the collection

|
|

throughout the history of witcheraft. In “This case is dedicated 1o relics of
the 12th century, for example two in- artyrs,” the doctor said, pointing
quisitors threatened a witch with torture isly group of instruments of tor
il she did not show them how she could sed by the witch-finders of 200

in the circle. With considerable reluc- gy through the air. The witch stripped  years ago. There were thumbscrews pin
[ ot W e ad denced wildly before a hot fire until  cers which were onee heated red hor, o |
monial magician,” he reminded me. she was sweating profusely and her pores  even long-handled tongs for continui ‘
a witch, I should be were open, then coated her body with  torture while the victim was being
Unfortunately we didn't have all the  the ointment. In a few minutes she fell  burned ve at the stake. There was also
ingredients necessary to summon up a  ingo 4 deep sleep, muttering and writh. a modern paintir the last witch on
demon (we lacked some water from a ing about on the floor. After an hour  the Isle of Man to be burned—in 1617

well in which an unbaptized child had o 30 she came out of the trance and told
drowned) , but at the correct momentin  how she had flown up the chir
the incantation the doctor set up a  tended 1 sabbat (4

(although England burned witches until
1716, more than two decades after our

at
ssembly of devilish  own Salem burni;

hcanat : were over) . A lamp
PSpiecmache demon which he assured  creatures) where she had had intercourse  is kept burning ungier the picture in trib,
me was an with a handsome young demon, and then  ute to her mer
He plac flown back. The inquisitors reported that “It wasn't until 1851 that the laws §
olumns of light, thei

opinion witcheraft was merely against witcheraft were finally changed.”

demon might be expected to appear if  a delusion induced by drugs. For thi, the doctor commented as we passed on
propetly invoked, The [ake demon did  verdict they were accused of heresy, and  “Then the o me longer recognized th
ot budge, and when Dr. Gardner hurriedly had to srite 23 3 %

ther report  existence of witcher
that they had been deceived by the devil
into thinking the witch was lying in a
trance, while actually she had been flying

aft—but it did pro.
hibit pretending to be a witch for the
purposes of fraud or extortion or unduc
nfluence. Consequently, as late as 1944
a spiritualist medium named Helen Dun-
can was given 18 months i

ticing witcheraft. The juc
she was causing trouble, a

stepped outside the circle without being
torn to pieces, I gathered we hadn't ac.
quired any unscen company.

We went on (0 the next room, which — up the chimney

as designed to show a witch's cottage of " In a glass case outside the room, Dr.
out 200 years ago. The room was fur-  Gardner showed me a witch's “broom*
nished with antiques from the island  that was some 15 old. The broom
and, apart from its magical significance,

uib end *_cid " law: 1 Hove 1 ]
i gt s I 0 have her o E
s an antiquarian's drcam. ‘There was — of which was carved into a phallic sym: o Srotered the wn
A circle drawn on the floor, but the doc  bol. “Witches used to ride these st e Ny |
tor told me that most

¢ th i got the law remov o e statute g
hes didn't find  the way a child rides a hobby horse,  baoks Sl

SRVE Cle neossary, “Tliey usually. acros fields at night as 3 fertlty e o of the s {
e the drclc ofordinary howscholdar.  to make the crops grow” he said, “He. g o SLE MoK which 3 g
ticles like shoes, pots, pans and brushes.  cause the witches were naked apel o, communion waler had beerts e
on’ wafer had been kneaded.
7

s
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| been used in 1956 by a
south of England to put
ple wharefused to give her

ims had no legal recourse
e repeal of the laws against

a local coven had to inter-
ver Gardner explained, unlocking
the cabinet so I could examine the image
“closely. “The coven made up their own
image and inscribed the witch’s name on
it, then tied the hands and sewed up the
mouth. The witch found herself crippled
and struck dumb. The coven warned her
that unless she turned over her magical
image to them they'd let her remain that
way. She had no choice but to obey, and
now I have her image so it can’t be used
to harm anyon i

An important ingredient in |
magic is a consecrated host. Practitioners
of this degenerate art hire unscrupulous
individuals to pretend to receive com-
munion, then smuggle out the host in
their mouths. About 10 years ago the
d to issue a warning
ctice in certain Italian
owns. rdner showed me several
hosts put in lockets, which were carried
as charms.

Because 1 had written an article for
TRUE s ago on Aleister Crow
ley, the fabulous black magician who
called himself “The Great Beast,” T was
particularly interested in a case that held
4 complete compilation of manuscripts
of the Order of the Golden Dawn, of
which Crowley, the poet W. B. Yeats, and
other prominent figures were members.
With the manuscripts were one of Crow

black

ley's magical wands and a ceremonial
dagger which he used for his incanta
tions.

“I got hold of this collection in an in
fashion,” Dr. Gardner recalled

d to a member of the order
ter his death our organization was
lly very eager to secure the lot
The manuscripts contain vitally impor
gical formulas. Furthermore, it's

very difficult nowadays to get hold of a
properly consecrated magical dagger
cause the consecration has to be done
by a properly qualified magician under
certain special conditions. We don't use
h things ourselves, but they're valua
relics. However, the man’s widow re
fused t0 allow us to buy the collection
Instead she intended to destroy the ot
This would have been a terrible tra,
50 the coven resolved on str

2 measures
One of our witches went to the woman's
house by night and stole a pebble from
her lawn. This was to establish

contact with her. A strong spell was then
thrown on her. Two days later she called
begging us to take the whole collection
‘I've been so plagued by ghosts and
paritions that I haven't had a m
peace,” she us.

1p
loment’s

In the next case was a small, portable
black mass service formerly owned by
magician named Chatfield. The ouft
was complete with stole, altar cloth, com
munion vessels and surplice, and
have been used for
the communion vessels were
pe of devily' heads and ca
s were embroidered on the
ntire service could be packed

MAGAZINE
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design
nschni t‘n’gfn sickle to cut the sacred

mistletoe; a mask of the “Green Man™
—another name for the horned god—
d 0 found hidden in an old church; and a
hild), which is important in certain  number of rabbits’ feet from the United
agical ceremonies, an Austalian  States. A
inting bone” (when the bone is “During the war thousands of rabbits'
jointed in the direction of an cnemy, he  feed were imported by people who used
ies), @ metal mask with horns worn  them as a charm to ward of bombs,” the
by the leader of a witches' coven during doctor commented.
the sabbat, a collection from France I asked the doctor if he had ever tried
“of magical instruments fashioned from ot any of these charms himself to see
human bones, and an engraved spell  whether they got results. He assured me
repared in 1954 by a magici med  that he had.
Austin Osman. Osman advertised the “When I fist moved to the island
tharm over the radio as bringing sure  there was a housing shortage, but to-
death to anyone who offended its pos-  gether with my coven I cast a powerful
sessor. spell and two days later 1 found a house
Nearby were the cover for a black mass — for rent,” he explained. “Also, we
missal painted by Aubrey Beardsley, the  stopped an epidemic among the ca
famous English artist of the 19th cen-  here by ma and have improved the
1 a number of wooden plagues her considerably. Naturally, we
i ical designs by a mod- ¢ attempt to fly through the air on
Gardner told me,  broomsticks, turn people into rabbits,
“This artist was ving in a garret when  or transform base metals into gold. All
that would come under the heading of
n their sabbats. He did  black magic, and we're opposed to it

o
plaque for use

- such a good job of it that other covens The doctor has had an_interesting
employed him, and now making these life. Born in England in 1883, he was
plaques is his main business. The a sickly child who suffered greatly from
plaques have to be laid out in a certain  asthma. At the age of 5 he was sent to
position to the stay with an aunt in West Africa, where

pos
concentrate the forces, and he knows  from the native servants he learned mag.
ctly how to do that. He's rather sen- ical incantations which he is convinced

hout making the plaques and  cured his illness. Unhappy with his foster
doesn’t allow his name to be used, be-  mother, he ran away at 14, served as a
cause he still hopes to be a recognized  cabin boy on a ship, worked as assistant
artist in his own right.” to a tea planter i Ceylon, and from
Among the other exhibits was 4 cru-  Geylon went to Borneo to open a rubber

x with a dagger concealed in it, on  plantation. He's also worked as a sur
the principle of a sword cane; a fish’s  veyor and an employe of both the land
backbone with pictures of Christ painted  office and the customs department

on one side and the devil on the other, ‘I don’t remember much about my
used by Greek witches; a strip of parch:  parents except that_they once told me
ment with the name of a dead man writ-  of an ancestor of mine who was burned

for_ wicheralt” e wid
¢ n
made a profous m

a youngster. You sce,
anyz?mdg,qnim a bit, so 1 de
siderable sympathy for my a
had also been ill treated but had'si
back at society by magical ats. In every
place 1 went I collected everything 1
could find on occultism. I'm a bit of an
archeologist—1 had my own dig in Ma-
v ad | was with the Welcome Ex-
uring the dig at Lachish in the
and—and everywhere I found cv
pce of people who were never given
ir ¢ but used strange powers
le world.

air ¢
keep their ends up in a hos
“In 1 nd and

1 rewrned to Engl
met my first witch. T was astonished to
ize that all through the ages a small
band of men and women have endured
pensccution and even martyrdom to keep
i is ancient knowledge. I'm proud
to be a member of a group that's always
been on the side of the underdog, while
church and state united in oppressing
the litde people. The ordinary persc
has always been sympathetic to witches,
for only through them could he con bat
lords and rich prelates who
npling on his rights.”

Later I met Mrs. Gardner. She and the
doctor have been married 32 years and
are a most affectionate couple—except
that she refuses to enter the museum or
have anything to do with witcheraft
“You sce, my father was a parson and
I've been -brought up to consider such
things wicked,” she told me cheerfully

After my visit to the museum, | talked
to two hard-headed young men from the
Isle of Man’s chamber of commerce To
tell you the truth, we were of two minds
about allowing such a place to be opened
the island,” one of them admitted
But now it's become one of our main
attractions. About 12,000 people a year
make a special trip to the island just to
see it. Most of them don't take 1t seri
ously, but I've never see anyone yet who
laughed at the old gentlem
lieves in it so sincerely himself that
you're impressed by his honesty no mat
ter how crazy the whole idea seems to
you.'=Daniel P. Mannix
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