August 11, 1959

ilr, Gerald B. Gardmer, Director
Museum of Magic and Witchcraft
Castletown

Isle of 4an, British Isles

Dear #r, Gardner:

Having read three of your books, The Meaning of Witchersfi,

Witcheraft Today, Eigh Magics Aid, and knowing of you, as
perhaps the foremost scholar in the field today, I am writing

you concerning one particular aspect of witcheraft upon which
I have been unable to get any information.

I have a fairly extensive library of occultism, including all
of the works of Aleister Crawley, D¢on Fortune, S. L.idac@regor
Mathers, A. E. %aite, and most of the works of Isreal Eegardie.
In William Seabrook's Hitchcrafi, Its Power and lufluence Today
and in his No Hidding Flace, he refers to the usage of a -
witches cradle. None of the other works explained provide any
information on this article and I am hoping that vou can cast
some light on this apparent mystery and recommend reference
works that refer to its usage. Another aspect of William
Seabrook's research, and I wonder if you would comment upon 1t,
is the use of bondage, that is, physical restraints to heighten
a subject's sensitivity to telepathy and clairvoyance.

Your books primarily refer to the existence of witchcraft covens
in the British Isles, but I have heard persistent rumors of
covens in the New York area. I wonder if vou have any knowledge
of this locale and other areas in the United States.

mhanking you very much for your reply and hoping that I may be
of service to you in some way in the future. I am

Sincerely yours,

Carl L. Weschcke




The Witches' Mill
Castletomn
1sle of lian 14.8.59.

@e»“wBear bﬁ“Weschﬁhe ' : : : .t
1 hame read Seabrooks "Witcheraft" and 1 also have

wondwéﬂ at his ment:.en of a™iitches Cradle 1 have asked mamny of #I
n-alder witches , and mone of them had ever heard of it.  But 1 have

Vaguely heard of a Germen instrument of terture, ealled a witches cr:

- at tnne:s,L 7 have seen one , at Nuremberg 1 thimk: 1t was 11ke a biy
e f/““:’iiéheavy wooden cradle. but it had spikes on the imside. 1 was told s
- were strippé aaked bound tightly,put imte it an& recked back:war&s al

| 'f@ward (it was big enough for them to rell over and over ) 1 ga.theret

3 ”"ﬁ“qﬂ,@'

it w\as a0 ordinary instrument of tortnre but 1 shoula magme, that

it regularly on all peeple aceu:sea of Wl%ehcraft a:ad it mlgjzd; get

the name of the "Wltches Cradle"And it is poss:.ble ﬁha«t jéne peeple ‘
B e

might make an ameture Cra.dle. 1n beabrooks case 1 tha;nk it wa’ a

horid old woman whe tortured her aaughter in sme s&ch%»dence.rBut i

SR

1 have not read his ‘Na Es.dmg Place® rk&@hrm speak of.Could my
explanation fit hJ.s d:.scmptmn there? 1 ¢ think Seabmeks experment

-m._.«

was very seund The Eskime- %bm%ax;g use(' < A And there are varic

stories of wenderful Magic Beoks which tould” enly be reaa when you

had an lron band on your fomhead. This 1. th;a.ik points to knewleége ej
this. Vis that preasm'e on. sertmﬁﬁs produce results . . 1 ha.ve on!

heard gories of Witch Covens in New York.since that play and f:.lm
"Be1lBook and Candle" came out. and 1 tﬁought it smply is that somo:
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| haagpade one. ap Eecause ef thle;
why t'ﬁa;ge gheuid not bemCovena m Anamea, but 1 weuld have expected the

mhe “eomta‘y rather than m “N.Y. “The B, Covems are usual

fanalles a.’e most. The knewle&ge and

o5 Aré ¥ept as & family affa:.r,smply because thay dont want out:
know f t e naked dances etc. this in practice means that they
axgreat extent “With the usual results. 1 should be very
ested to y pealy are any Covems .im the States. There wa
ele in & New | m’k paper(t ¢ tell me) about a year ago, ibeut th
_.,.,;B;aggkz%d.c 1dlee~1H which the writer tried te find witches
"He found Gue-who teld him she was. a witch, (but was am obvi
or-he met in a trainm, reading a book called"Witche:
, #ed him along" That she was a witch. he alse found
ho th‘ey say. jident give much evidance. But the article they sa
. impression that there were flurishing Covens there, possibly
. have started the story you heard By the way, cam yon tell me
ook smtl in "Neo Hiding Place” “s he may say somthing whlch
would confirm, or efmrove my theory about the'Witches Crad&le.

S o G.B Gardner




August 18, 1959

Mr. G, B, Gardner
The Witches Mill
Castletown

Isle of Man
England

Dear ir. Gardner:

Thank you very much for your prompt letter in regard to Seabrook's
witches cradle.

I know the torture instrument to which you are referring, but am quite
sure that Seabrook's reference is to some other instrument. In his
Witcheraft Its Power in the World Today, page 73, he does refer to

the witches cradle in association with books "dealing with the obsure
sadistic-masochistic element in medieval sorcery."™ The description

is that it was something "suspended by heavy chains from the ceiling
was a life-sized contrivence of wood, with blackened leather sirapSes
as porverse 2 device as twisted human ingenuity ever invented.,” In

No Hidding Place, he describes the beginnine of his experiments while
living in Rhinebeck, New York, he says:" We made a cage similar to
the one the ianchu princess who turned Taoist saint had been impri-
soned In for twenty years, We even built a witch's cradle. And never,
when things got going, was there any dearth sf young apprentice witches,"

It would seem to me that in view of the context in which he refere to
the cradle, it was not specifically an item of torture, but more, rather
@ave been some kind of device for holding a body in restraint whileggge*!”
being suspended off the groundjthat he had enthusiastic volunteers,that
no injury was involved as would be the case with a device with sharp
spikes. I am very anxious to find out what Seabrook's cradle actually

- was because of the possible connection with the study of borndage that
I am doing. Should I succeed in contacting someone who had seen his
cradle, I will definitely let you in on the solution to the mystery.

The rumors of a witch coven in New York City that I mentioned preceded
the delightful little movde, Bell, Book, and Candle by some time, I
also ran across an isolated case of Voo Doo" as follows : my friend,
while working at the Metropolitan Museum of Art observed a student who
visited the museum quite regularly who had a twisted and shrunken left
arm. Heeting an acquaintance of this student, she was told a story
that, of course, cannot be gusranteed as being authentic, but which
credited the malformed arm to the vengence of & “woman scorned® who



-

had used a doll, sticking pins in its arm until her feelings were
assuaged.

Do you know of any witchcraft or magical practices or ritusls that might
be econsidered to involve bondage datany way similar to Seabrook's experi-
ments with the girl tied in the Eskimo shamgf position or in the leather

mack with her senses blanked.

I would appreciate very much hearing further from you and again thank
you for your courtesy in trying to satisfy my question about the
witeh's cradle.

Sincerely yours,

Carl L. Wescheke



can.All they have is usually very hght s 80 it can be Packed up and
" moved qaickly. Anybos, 1 will ask some of them, if they thing slinging

The Witches'Mill
Castletown -
1sle of Mam 24.8.59.

dear Mr Weschcke
- What you quote is very intresting to me. Actually

one of the Witch secrets 18 that restraint will produce powers. But
1 have takem oaths, and cant break them, But actnally ,the witches 1
know havent anytlung exactly as discribed. 4s it does not hang from
the. Cellmg- When 1 read Seabrooks book 1 was puzzled, as he discribe
it as as perverse a devise as twisted human ingémuity ever invented.
1 thought this meant it was a tarture instremsnt. Witches have talked
of it, amd all were puzzled “he witch thing is beautlfuly eomfortable.
1 can see that if it was slung on chains it mlght be more ammising,
But im these degenerate days, poor witches have te work where they

would izii)rove matters. 1 have never heard of any use of a leather op
other masknto bla.nk the semses. But, actually,the face is usunally
pressed into a pa.llow or somthing., for this purpese. 1 have never
heard of the Shamém position being used. (1 think they were rolled in
skins and bound round , looking like a- suassage.) Have you read any of ;
my _books. Wxtchcraft Today of The Meaning of Witcheraft 2. 1 explain
that to raise Power, you have to be maked, £ 2

" 1 would very nnch like to kmow whethepr Beabreek had stnnbled on
the real secret. 1f you kmow haw to raise power, and how to "Form the
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Link", “the “Witches Poppet" werks-ail right. But the "Witch Law" is you

‘may never use the "Power" te harm anyome.(Its mot they are more ethical,
Simply they have beem through the persscution. when nine million people

mez rtured to death for witchorafi.) and they dont want another . As
yon. cant work alone., and everything has to be talked.over, as to whether
it will harm anyone, before it may be done. And, headquarters are clair,
voyant. if anyome did get up to anything. theyd all be down'stamping on

- their necks at once. and. They gave you the power, and they can take it
away." Thats what. people are afiraid of. Do tell me whem your book will
be out, as 1 am very intrested im this questiom.

, Yours sincerely i b5

| GG Canbner - .
P.S. 1n this Museum we have two "Witches Poppets" which worked. But, they
were used. in Blackmail cases.. The geqple blackmailed had beem te the
: ¥olice,, and lawyers, and done all they could. Witches mormaly wont inter-
ear with peeple outside the Craft. but they liked these people. And they
- harmed ngome., They simply prevented them ing others. ln both cases -
the. Poppet was bound round so the original could not move in the matter,
and his lips R.’umed togethet so he could mot speak in the matter. And they
copldent.""" 1 am quite sure if the cord had been put round his meck and
he was told te stop breathing, he woﬂd ve. 1 %&so hays A strali%lk.‘
ointing bones. ang Keris dagapahit. all cases the victim does ne ow,
BT Sa vom dome, Nbtgh i MY Gncas. Wit things happen. Yours G.B.G.

e
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TELEPHONE - CASTLETOWN 2248 Exr. 1
Dear Mr Weschcke
: The darned trouble is, While 1 have no knowledge of ihe
use of any Witches Cradle as Seabrook discribes, 1 can quite imagine
somthing of the sort being made and used., But, while Seabrook discribes &
somthing which looked horrible, 1t would on%; be used very jently by &any
of the czaft, The trouble is., 1 am not permitted to say what this is for,
But, 1 may say, 1 think the usé of a cord wh h¢d bound a corpse is only
an:o0ld superstition, wh might have effect by mggestion, But, that presure
aprlied to certain parts of the body does produce actual results, which 1
think are more than suggestion, but 1 cant be certain on this point,
1 do know , that for some people at least, This gives a feeling of rest
and contentment,ammounting tc actual pild pleasure, but whether this is only
by suggestion or not, 1 am not sure, But, again for some people, 1t S
certainly a means of relaxing mind and body,znd 1 think & real method

of turning the attention inward,
1 know of led@gends of a "Magic Bridel" wh

can turn peopleinto horses, 1 think they are just superstitions, wh may
have come from Ehe Church story, of Sainta , etc, putting their girdle on
a Dragon etc and taming them, Of course, under hypnosis, somone may have
put a bridde on somone and told them they were a horse, and they believed
it, Dbecause they were already familar with the legend,

1 dont know of any dealers in Magical equipment in London, tThere was
lvor[ﬂackey, of no 3 Thackery St. High St Kensington London., who used to
deal in magical equipment . 2nd hand, when he could get it. (He had a 2nd
hand furniture store.) 1 Egkgc;% hfgaimean what 1 mean by magical equipment
not conjuring. 1 enclose a card wh may be of some use.,l think he is a good
workman, but havent seen any specimins of his work, There is a man named
Cardell, who adver~tized, he wd make you magical equipment, ke wanted
£137/4/- for a magic Bracelet, and he wd do no business by post, You had
to pay him five pounds to speak to him, and,give him drawings of waht you

wanted, People thought he was mad. and, no one was ever fool enough to

it asliiecritiind)




AR B £ e TR R 28
pey £5/- to speak to him, or £137/'7kor a.£1/ﬁo/4~bruce1et.
Be Seiwmo 3 how Vanish egls
1n Aliester Crowleys time, thére were two people who used to make
things for Magicians, but the war secmed to sweep them awzy,. Witches
meke their own Tools, also, thepnly Magician who is worth anything., 1

‘t0ld Bracelin about him and he}s mentioned in his book, he makes all his

own equipment-Anyhow, 1 1ooR\foruard to seeing you sometime,over here,

Yours sincerely

& 0>~ (Z(H."'[‘UV
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